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Weather Forecast
Traffic Report JOEL GROVER: It's 7:30 a.m. at Marvin Avenue Elementary, and the kids head right for the drinking fountains. What
raftic Repo they don't know is that some of the water there has dangerous amounts of lead. KNBC found contaminated water at
Entertainment other schools too, and found some employees apparently falsifying records to make it look like the water is safe.
Sports News . . .
Hoalth (Addressing school employee) It looks like you falsified them.
eal
Contests STEVE THOMA, PARENT: Why can't we have water for the kids that's safe?
Photo Galleries GROVER: The investigation began when KNBC learned that parents like Steve Thoma were concerned about the
Politics water at Woodlake Elementary in Woodland Hills. His daughter says the teachers told the kids not to drink the water.
Blogs THOMA: | was shocked. | said, "What are you talking about, you can't drink the water?"
Green Is Universal
Community Events GROVER: Thoma and others pushed the district to test the water at Woodlake. One fountain was found to have more
—————— than seven times what the EPA says is a safe level of lead. So KNBC decided to test the water at other schools across
Financial News the city. Samples from 30 elementary schools were collected and tested for lead at the same state certified lab used by
Family the school district. The results were analyzed by nationally known industrial hygienist Brian Daly of Hygiene Tech
Education International.
Employment BRIAN DALY, INDUSTRIAL HYGIENIST: Itis tainted water.
Food
House & Home GROVER: The U.S. EPA says drinking water is unsafe if it has
Quake Safe 15 parts per billion of lead or more. At Marvin Elementary, one
fountain KNBC tested had 32 parts per billion. That's more than
Pros 4 You double the unsafe level of lead. Three of six fountains at Marvin Advice
Marketplace tested above the safe level. At Gardener Elementary in
Hollywood, one fountain tested in the kindergarten area had
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lead-laced water. And at Calvert Elementary in Woodland Hills,
inside the nurse's office, KNBC tested the tap used to give kids
water to take medications. It had more than two and a half times
the acceptable amount of lead, levels that could have serious
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GROVER: Nine out of 30 schools KNBC tested, or 30 percent,
had some fountains with unsafe levels of lead.

DAVID BREWER, LAUSD SUPERINTENDENT: The district is
grateful to KNBC.

GROVER: Joel Grover asked Superintendent David Brewer to
speak with him. After canceling a scheduled interview, Brewer
instead called a news conference about the KNBC investigation.
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BREWER: The safety and health of our kids is a priority.
GROVER: But an internal report KNBC obtained shows the
district discovered 18 years ago it had at least 356 unsafe
fountains, with water that failed to meet the government lead standard. The fountains were made with lead that was
leaching into the water. Instead of replacing most of the aging fountains, the district started a "flushing policy" requiring
school custodians to flush or run every fountain before school every morning for at least 30 seconds, to flush out lead
that accumulated. The custodians are also required to complete a daily flushing log every day.

BREWER: Compliance with flushing policy reduces the levels of lead in the water to federal standards.

GROVER: During the past month, KNBC watched the fountains at five different schools, starting before sunrise. KNBC
saw the custodians show up for work, and saw every one of them walk right by the fountains without ever flushing
them. Two of them washed the basins of the fountains, but didn't flush them. KNBC saw kids drinking from those
fountains all day. That was also the case at Reseda Elementary, where KNBC found a dangerous amount of lead in
one fountain. On three separate days, KNBC saw the custodian pass fountains but never flush them. Those fountains
were used all day. KNBC obtained the custodian's official flushing logs, and noticed he signed off that he flushed all
the fountains on campus on the three days KNBC watched him, March 13, 26 and 27.

GROVER (TO CUSTODIAN): It appears you're falsifying these documents?

CUSTODIAN: No.

GROVER: The custodian also logged that he flushed the fountain on Martin Luther King Jr. Day and Presidents Day,
when school was closed.

Grover (to custodian): Were you here at school on Martin Luther King Day and Presidents Day?

CUSTODIAN: | don't think so.

GROVER: Then why did you fill out these records?

CUSTODIAN: | don't know.

GROVER: KNBC also obtained the custodian's flushing log on April 1, but it was already filled out through April 2.
(Addressing custodian) We got these on April 1. They were already filled out for April 2. How do you explain that?
CUSTODIAN: | don't know.

GROVER: It was the same story at other schools, like Marvin Elementary, with those three dangerous fountains. The
days KNBC watched the custodian, he didn't flush the fountains, but records show he signed his name that he did,
leaving kids to drink water potentially tainted with lead. What did the superintendent think of KNBC's finding, that the
flushing policy is often ignored?

BREWER: That possible failure by employees did not put any students in jeopardy.

GROVER: But according to Industrial Hygienist Brian Daly, drinking the water from unsafe fountains that aren't flushed
could harm children.

DALY: These children, or a portion of these children, will have learning disabilities because of lead exposure.

GROVER: That's why parents, like Steve Thoma at Woodlake Elementary, are demanding the district take sweeping
action to ensure the water is safe at all schools.

THOMA: No amount of lead is acceptable. So, we have to fix this problem and fix it now.

GROVER: So what does the school district have to say about what KNBC found?

BREWER: We will have our interview. I'm looking forward to it. And you'll be looking forward to it too.
Click here for an EPA guide to understanding lead in water at schools.

KNBC found higher than the EPA standard of lead at the following locations:

Alta Loma Elementary
Fountain located on the far side of the campus, across from the blacktop, parallel to handball courts. Lead Level 15
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Calvert Elementary
Sink used for drinking water inside nurse's office. Lead Level 39

Gardener Elementary
Fountain in Kindergarten area, located at back of school. Lead Level 21

Marvin Avenue Elementary

Fountain located around the corner the front of gate. Lead Level 32

Fountain located behind a wall, dividing it from lunch tables and classrooms, tucked in a nook. Lead Level 22
Fountain located on far right side of campus, near boys and girls bathroom. Lead Level 19

Pacoima Elementary
Fountain located in the cafeteria area, by the wall near lunch tables. Lead Level 16

Reseda Elementary
Fountain Between boys and girls bathroom near main office. Lead level 21

San Pedro Elementary
Fountain located to the left of classroom 17. Lead Level 17

Saticoy Elementary
Fountain Located in front of playground blacktop. Lead Level 21

Woodlake Avenue Elementary

Fountain located on the east wall of building containing room 13, northwest of the administration building. Lead Level
32 (The school shut down this fountain in 9/07 after it tested to have an unsafe level of lead. KNBC found the fountain
working again on 3/08 even though our test showed it still had a high level of lead.)

Here is an additional list of drinking fountains where the water had a significant amount of lead, but less than
the USEPA's guideline of "unsafe.” According to KNBC's lead expert Brian Daly, if a child drinks from these
fountains frequently, they could ingest a significant amount of lead. Daly said these fountains should be on an
LAUSD "watch list,” meaning these fountains should be tested periodically to see if lead levels rise. Because
pipes and fountains corrode over time, the lead level in the water could increase.

Alta Loma Elementary

White fountain located in Kindergarten area, to the right of classroom 20. Lead Level 14
Fountain located in Kindergarten area, to the right of classroom 22. Lead Level 12
Fountain located near handball courts. Lead Level 8.2

Bassett Elementary
Fountain in Kindergarten playground area. Lead Level 9.5

Calvert Elementary
Fountain to the left of cafeteria. Lead Level 9

Charnock Elementary

Through the faculty gate, straight ahead and veer to left. Fountain is between 2 sets of portable classrooms under a
mural painted on wall. On left side. Lead Level 7.3

Through the faculty gate, straight ahead and veer to left. Fountain is between 2 sets of portable classrooms under a
mural painted on wall. This one is on right side. Lead Level 7

Marvin Elementary
Fountain located to the right of cafeteria window, near the lunch tables. Lead Level 11

Pacoima Elementary

Fountain located next to boys and girls bathroom, in the corner near two double doors. Lead Level 7.3

Fountain in Kindergarten area. Fountain is on the right if you are facing the wall. Lead Level 9.5

Fountain located near handicapped boys/girls bathroom. In the middle of bathroom, tucked in a nook off blacktop. To
the right of the fountain are two double doors into the school. Lead Level 13

San Pedro Elementary
Located on far left of second floor. Lead Level 8.8

Saticoy Elementary
Fountain in Kindergarten area, next to room K-4. Lead Level 9

Vermont Elementary
Fountain in front of school, by jungle gym equipment. Lead Level 8.4

Explore More:
Find out more about Education, Elementary and High School Education, Elementary Education and Culture and
Lifestyle, or try these articles:

August 6, 2008: One Laptop Per Child Lands In India

July 16, 2008: Schwarzenegger Launches 'School Finder' Site For Parents

July 7, 2008: Administrators, Black Student Union To Discuss Yearbook Dispute
May 1, 2008: LAUSD Water Investigation: School List

April 29, 2008: Missing Documents Obtained In LAUSD Water Investigation
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