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EPA Reaches $14.6 million Settlement for 

Groundwater Cleanup at Torrance Superfund Sites 
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West Nile Virus: Protecting 

outdoor workers from 

infection 

The Centers for Disease Control 

and Prevention (CDC) have 

reported an increase in West 

Nile virus infections in the United 

States, including more than 

1,500 cases in people and at 

least 65 deaths. West Nile virus 

is a potentially serious illness 

transmitted to humans through 

mosquito bites. Workers at risk 

include farmers, foresters, 

landscapers, gardeners, 

painters, construction workers, 

mechanics, and other outdoor 

workers. Preventing mosquito 

bites reduces risk to outdoor 

workers. Learn about preventing 

infection with OSHA's West Nile 

Virus Fact Sheet (PDF*) and 

QuickCard (PDF*) and visit the 

CDC's Fight the Bite! website for 

additional resources and 

frequent updates. 

 

- OSHA Quick Takes 

 

Hello, 

AIHA® is bringing its renowned top-quality education and training back to Asia Pacific 

with its second OH + EHS Conference and Exhibition, to be held in Singapore at The 

Fairmont Singapore & Swissôtel The Stamford. The conference promises to bring the 

same calibre of speakers and top quality education and training, which has made AIHA 

meetings renowned in the United States to audiences in the Asia Pacific region. 

Hygiene Technologies International, Inc. is a proud sponsor of this conference, and Brian 

P. Daly, CIH, PE, President of our firm, will be discussing professional advancement 

through available global industrial hygiene certification credentials during the closing 

session.  For additional information, please visit our website at www.hygienetech.com. 

We hope to see you at this event. 

 

3:45 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. Closing Session 

Professional Advancement Through 

Global Credentials 

Brian Daly, CIH, PE 
President, HygieneTech 

Staying safe in adverse weather: Important  

flood and hurricane safety resources 

 

 

  

 
 

http://www.osha.gov/OshDoc/data_Hurricane_Facts/west_nile_virus.pdf
http://www.osha.gov/OshDoc/data_Hurricane_Facts/west_nile_quick_card.pdf
http://www.cdc.gov/ncidod/dvbid/westnile/index.htm
http://www.hygienetech.com/
http://www.aihaap.org/programme/Pages/FridaySessions.aspx#closing
http://www.aihaap.org/programme/Pages/FridaySessions.aspx#closing
http://www.aihaap.org/programme/Pages/Bios.aspx#daley
http://www.aihaap.org/programme/Pages/Bios.aspx#daley
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Los Angeles – The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has reached a $14.6 
million settlement with four companies for the construction of a groundwater treatment 
system at the Montrose and Del Amo Superfund sites in Torrance, Calif. Construction 
of the treatment system is the first step in the cleanup of groundwater contaminated by 
chemicals used to manufacture DDT and synthetic rubber over three decades.   

Once operational, the system will extract up to 700 gallons of water per minute, or a 
total of a million gallons each day, removing monochlorobenzene and benzene, and 
re-injecting the cleaned, treated water back into the aquifer. The treated water will not 
be served as drinking water, but will instead be re-injected to surround the 
contamination and prevent it from any further movement into unaffected groundwater 
areas. Construction of the treatment system is expected to be completed in 18 
months. EPA will pursue further settlements with the four companies and other parties 
to ensure that additional cleanup actions are taken and the groundwater treatment 
system is operated and maintained until cleanup levels are met. 

“One of the toxic legacies of DDT and synthetic rubber manufacturing is polluted 
groundwater,” said Jared Blumenfeld, EPA’s Regional Administrator for the Pacific 
Southwest. “The treatment plant will be a milestone for the site, protecting the 
groundwater resources for the thousands of people who live or work near these former 
facilities.” 

Montrose Chemical Corporation of California manufactured the pesticide DDT from 
1947 until 1982. Monochlorobenzene was a raw material used in making DDT. The 
Montrose site was placed on the EPA’s National Priorities List (NPL) in 1989. The Del 
Amo Superfund site, located adjacent to the Montrose site, was formerly a synthetic 
rubber manufacturing facility that used benzene, naphthalene and ethyl benzene. The 
Del Amo site was placed on the NPL in September of 2002. Groundwater 
contamination from both sites has co-mingled and will be cleaned up by this single 
treatment system. 

The four responsible parties for this settlement are: Montrose, Bayer CropScience 
Inc., News Publishing Australia Limited, and Stauffer Management Company LLC. In 
addition to constructing the treatment system, these parties will also pay oversight 
costs incurred by EPA and the California Department of Toxic Substances Control. 
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For Immediate Release: July 12, 2012 

Media Contact: Nahal Mogharabi, mogharabi.nahal@epa.gov 

EPA Reaches $14.6 million Settlement for 

Groundwater Cleanup at Torrance Superfund Sites 

 

 

Plant will Treat a Million Gallons per Day, Prevent Spread of Contamination 

Staying safe in adverse 

weather: Important flood 

and hurricane safety 

resources 

As Tropical Storm Isaac 

continues its path from the Gulf 

Coast into the Southeast and 

Midwest, OSHA has educational 

materials for those in affected 

parts of the country. Visit 

OSHA’s Safety and Health 

Topics pages to learn about 

Flood and Hurricane 

Preparedness and Response. 

 

- OSHA Quick Takes 

 

mogharabi.nahal@epa.gov
http://www.osha.gov/dts/weather/flood/index.html
http://www.osha.gov/dts/weather/hurricane/index.html
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To date, extensive investigations and cleanup actions have been performed at both 
sites. EPA’s DDT soil removal actions in the neighborhood near the Montrose site 
were completed in 2002. In 1999, Shell began cleaning-up the Del Amo Superfund 
site, constructing a multi-layer impermeable cap over the waste pits and installation of 
the soil-vapor extraction and treatment system. Additional soil and soil gas cleanups at 
the Del Amo site are slated to begin in 2013. 

The proposed consent decree for the settlement, lodged with the federal district court 
by the U.S. Department of Justice on July 9, 2012, is subject to a 30-day comment 
period and final court approval. A copy of the proposed decree is available on the 
Justice Department website at: http://www.justice.gov/enrd/Consent_Decrees.html 

For more information on the Del Amo and Montrose Superfund Sites, please visit: 
http://www.epa.gov/socal/superfund/index.html 

Follow the U.S. EPA's Pacific Southwest region on  
Twitter: http://twitter.com/EPAregion9 

And join the LinkedIn group: http://www.linkedin.com/e/vgh/1823773/ 

 

http://www.justice.gov/enrd/Consent_Decrees.html
http://www.epa.gov/socal/superfund/index.html
http://twitter.com/EPAregion9
http://www.linkedin.com/e/vgh/1823773/

